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“History is the Narrative of People Searching for a Place to Go.” Judge Altman
is a man in the midst of a journey, one defined by the rich experiences and tribulations of
his ancestors. His family, of Eastern European Jewish heritage, began their search for where
to go nearly 100 years ago. Exiled from a part of the former Soviet Union to Siberia, Judge
Altman’s paternal grandparents eventually made their way to Venezuela, where they
flourished despite the unfamiliar language and culture. His maternal grandparents left
Poland in the 1930s and started their own life in Mexico before moving to Israel when
Judge Altman’s mother was a teenager. Fortuitously, Judge Altman’s father had also
moved to Israel to join the Israeli Air Force, and while in the Jewish homeland, the two met
and married. The pair eventually returned to Venezuela, which is where Judge Altman was
born. With one more journey in mind, Judge Altman’s parents left behind their way of life,
friends, and family and relocated to the United States, destined to introduce him and his
sister to a land where freedom was a value people were willing to die for. The familial
search for a free life bounded only by a common commitment to the rule of law not only
shapes who Judge Altman is today, but also provides a framework that will surely guide
him to prominence as a jurist in this community for years to come.
A judge of few years but wide experience, Judge
Altman brings a unique perspective to the bench. He is the
first non-judge appointee to the Southern District since
Kathleen Williams in 2011, having last worked for the
litigation boutique Podhurst Orseck, P.A. Judge Altman
handled a variety of cases at Podhurst, but specialized in
representing victims of high-profile airline crashes. His recent
experience in the private sector brings to the bench a welcome
perspective on the complexities attendant to commercial
litigation. (Continued…)
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But he is perhaps best-known for his star turn
as an assistant United States Attorney from 2008
until 2014. In addition to the usual repertoire of
complex trials and appeals, during his years as a
federal prosecutor Judge Altman developed a focus
on the reduction of violent crime in the community.
In 2011, then-United States Attorney Wifredo Ferrer
tapped Judge Altman to initiate the Violence
Reduction Partnership program for the entire
Southern District. Originally focused on the
Overtown area of Miami, which at the time
accounted for twenty percent of all homicides in the
county, Judge Altman used the VRP project to dive
deeper into reducing crime in that underserved
neighborhood. He worked with federal agents
manning wire rooms and interfaced with local law
enforcement in efforts that eventually led to the arrest
of more than fifty of Overtown’s most violent
offenders. Judge Altman tried many of those cases
in federal court. But the project was not limited to
securing prosecutions only. Judge Altman became
the face of the prosecutor’s office in meetings with
community leaders and students from local schools
as part of an overall effort to involve the community
in identifying areas where law enforcement could
provide assistance.
In 2014, Judge Altman
expanded the program to Liberty City, Little Haiti,
and Miami Gardens. During this time frame he also
served as the Violent Crime and Anti-Gang
Coordinator, placing him at the head of an interagency task force of local and federal law
enforcement agents devoted to arresting the most
violent criminals in South Florida.
As for his most impactful case as a
prosecutor, Judge Altman invokes United States v.
Flanders, which arose out of a multi-state
investigation of two men who had lured women from
all over the world to South Florida, and then drugged
and raped them. The perpetrators videotaped the
rapes and then sold the footage over the internet and
at pornography stores. After Judge Altman delivered
the closing argument on behalf of the Government,
the jury entered a guilty verdict on every count in the
indictment. Judge Altman still remembers standing
for the verdict, hearing the “guilty, guilty, guilty”
from the jury, and feeling the goosebumps on his
arms as he soaked in the gravity of the moment. To
this day, he keeps in touch with the victims,
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exchanging letters, and talking about their lives and
their plans.
Indeed, Judge Altman’s trial skills are
legendary. During cross-examination of a criminal
defendant in a sex-trafficking case, the witness
reportedly became so angry that he called Judge
Altman “an evil dude.” His closing arguments have
their own reputation for greatness. About Judge
Altman, Judge Altonaga once told a Podhurst partner
that she had “never seen a lawyer conduct an
effective hour-long closing argument without a
single note in front of him.” Judge Altonaga is not
alone in her praise of Judge Altman. Judge Marcus
described him as “a terrific law clerk,” a “spectacular
trial lawyer,” and a man who “loves the idea of
justice and the idea of law.” The feeling between
judge and former law clerk is mutual. Judge Altman
credits Judge Marcus as teaching him more about law
and lawyering, fairness, justice, and public service
than anyone else in his life. Judge Marcus’ devotion
to the higher calling of responsibly, fairly, and
impartially applying the law guides Judge Altman’s
own hand as a judge today. The other great influence
in Judge Altman’s life is his wife, Dr. Rachel
Silverstein, who inspires him daily with her own
selfless commitment to improving the lives of those
around her through her work running one of the most
successful nonprofit organizations in South Florida.
As you will often hear from district judges,
obtaining the elusive presidential appointment
requires equal parts intellect, grit, integrity, and luck.
Judge Altman has been gifted with each throughout
his life. He is a perfectionist with an unmatched
work ethic that he credits to an acknowledgment for
what his ancestors endured in their quest for a better
life. He is devoted to public service, having
abandoned a private sector future that knew no
limits, and lectures regularly on the value of public
service to law students and young lawyers. He has
had his eye on fairness throughout his career as a
lawyer, even when dealing with opposing counsel as
a civil litigator.
What he adds, though, is a variety of
background interests that impart a relatability to his
temperament. Judge Altman was a two-sport high
school phenom at the Miami Country Day School,
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and then went to start at quarterback and as pitcher
for the football and baseball teams at Columbia
University. He then attended Yale Law School and
served as an editor for the Yale Law Journal.
While he grew up a New York Yankees’ fan
(because that was the only team his father could
listen to on the radio in Venezuela), he otherwise
stays loyal to Miami sports including the Dolphins,
Heat, and Hurricanes for all college athletics — with
the caveat that he’ll root for his undergraduate alma
mater, Columbia, over the Canes.
He is a voracious reader and an avid fan of
history, particularly American history, no doubt
borne from his parents’ reverence for this nation’s
legacy of democracy.
He especially enjoys
biographies of the great American presidents and
historical figures, having recently finished works on
Oliver Wendell Homes, Woodrow Wilson, Abraham
Lincoln, Harry Truman, John Adams, and Thomas
Jefferson.
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Good Will Hunting, and the Godfather as some of his
favorites.
The job of district judge has been everything
Judge Altman expected and more. On the “more”
side, he has been exceedingly touched by the
naturalization ceremonies at which he has the
privilege to talk about his favorite subject, the
freedom bestowed on American citizens by our great
Constitution. While the ceremonies always fill his
courtroom, Judge Altman makes sure to ask three
attendees to give their stories. And he concludes the
ceremony with his own story, pointing out how the
child of anyone in that room could go on to sit in his
very chair one day. Indeed, Judge Altman stands in
the middle of his own rich narrative, continuing a
piece of history that stretches from his ancestors to
where he is now, and ahead to his very bright future.
We are lucky as practitioners in the Southern District
to have his astute leadership on the bench.

When asked to identify his favorite reads,
Judge Altman points to The Brothers Karamazov by
Fyodor Dostoevsky as his choice for fiction; and a tie
between The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt by
Edmund Morris, and Six Days of War: June 1967 and
the Making of the Modern Middle East, by Michael
Oren as his choices for nonfiction. In discussing
Oren’s work, Judge Altman also notes his longtime
passion for, and commitment to, the Jewish State of
Israel. He makes time for film too, with great
appreciation for the Hollywood epics and
blockbusters. He lists Glory, Amadeus, Braveheart,

Update on Jury Trials in the District from Chief Judge Moore: At a regularly scheduled meeting of the District
Court Judges of the Southern District of Florida, the Court voted to take initial steps to resume jury trials. The
first step will consist of the issuance of summonses to prospective jurors. Summonses are typically mailed out 8
to 10 weeks before a trial setting. Prospective jurors will be screened—as is customary—but will also be asked
additional questions specifically related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Once a suitable pool of prospective jurors
has been identified, the Court will review a set of 22 metrics that have been established by an outside infectiousdisease expert. If all metrics have been met, the Court will proceed to try a single civil case in a courtroom that
has been modified to ensure—as best as practicable in the circumstances—the health and safety of all trial
participants. This trial is expected to take place on May 24, 2021. Depending on the results of this trial, the Court
will later consider what additional steps should be taken before District-wide jury trials are resumed.
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President’s Message
From Yaniv Adar, President

As we hopefully near the end of the pandemic, the South Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar Association
is grateful to continue the success enjoyed in the past as we embrace the “new normal.” After shutting down all
in-person events in March of last year, our Chapter has embraced a virtual format and continues to serve as the
exclusive advocate for the federal bench and bar, advance all aspects of federal practice, promote diversity within
our organization and the federal bar, and create unique opportunities for our federal practitioners to interact with
our judiciary outside the courtroom. I encourage you to view our newly re-designed website, https://www.fbasdfla.org/, to learn all that we have done over the past year as well as initiatives important to our Chapter,
membership registration, and contact information for our Officers and Board Members.
Our Chapter is also excited to host the national Federal
Bar Association’s 2021 Annual Meeting & Convention on
September 23 through September 25, 2021. The convention
will visit South Florida for the first time ever, and it will be our
Chapter’s long-awaited return to in-person events. We expect
to welcome hundreds of practitioners and judges from all over
the country to our beautiful community. On Friday, September
24, the Chapter is hosting a reception at the Perez Art Museum
Miami.
RSVP for this signature event at
https://www.09242021miami.com/. You don’t want to miss it!
On behalf of the entire South Florida Chapter, thank
you for your support. I am humbled and honored to be president
of this incredible organization and am grateful to each of my
fellow officers and board members for making this
organization what it is today. If you have any questions,
comments, or recommendations regarding our organization,
feel free to e-mail me directly at yaniv@markmigdal.com. We
cannot wait to see you in September!

The South Florida Chapter of the FBA recently re-designed its website. There
you will find links to past and future events, as well as helpful resources for
federal practitioners. Check it out at: https://www.fba-sdfla.org/.
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PAST EVENTS
Boardroom Lunch Series. On July 30, 2020, our popular, small-group format
“Boadroom Lunch” series proceeded virtually with a discussion led by SEC attorneys
Eric Bustillo and Chanel Rowe. We are looking forward to another exciting slate of
lunch programs this summer!
Become a Mentor

to a law student!
Email
Christopher Yanmuzzi
yannuzzi@irlaw.com

Diversity, Equality & Inclusion Committee. On August 6, 2020, The Diversity,
Equality & Inclusion Committee hosted a Zoom webinar on Implicit Bias in the Justice
System. Judge Rodolfo Ruiz and Rutgers Professor Rachel Godsil hosted a
conversation on the importance of recognizing and remedying our own implicit biases,
and the particular dangers of implicit bias in the courtroom.

Constitution Day. On September 17, 2020, Chapter members and other members of
the legal community gathered in the spirit of our Constitution to witness and celebrate
a naturalization ceremony, presided over by Judge Beth Bloom.

A Conversation about Judging. On October 21, 2020, Chapter members joined
Judge Ruiz and Judge Luck for a conversation about judging, including judicial
philosophy, appellate practice, advocacy pointers, and the decision-making process.

SCOTUSblog’s Amy Howe. On November 19, 2020, we were very pleased to
Newsletter Editor
Erica Zaron
Have a suggestion for
future newsletter content?
Email the committee at
Federalbar.southflorida@
gmail.com
Attn: Newsletter
Committee

welcome back Amy Howe, Esq. to share her experiences reporting on the Court, her
insights about some notable cases from the 2020 term, and her thoughts on the future
of the Court. Before turning to fulltime legal blogging, Amy served as counsel in over
two dozen merits cases at the Supreme Court, and argued two cases before the Court.

Chief Judge Moore. On December 3, 2020, Chief Judge Moore graciously agreed to
a Zoom conversation with Magistrate Judge Lauren Louis about his tenure as Chief
Judge, the state of the Southern District of Florida, and the future of our district.
Following a conversation with Magistrate Judge Louis, Chief Judge Moore took
questions and shared his thoughts.

Civil Discourse and Difficult Decisons. CD3 is a civics education program for high
school and college students that focuses on civility and decision-making skills. The
program, established in South Florida by Judge Bloom and Judge Rosenberg, normally
runs in courtrooms. Adapting to the changing times, the program was able to transfer
to a Zoom platform and sessions took place in September with Judges Bloom and
Rosenberg, November with Magistrate Judge Louis, December with Magistrate Judge
Lisette Reid, and January with Magistrate Judge Goodman. The next CD3 program
will be hosted by Judge Bloom on March 19. Contact Stephanie Turk at
sturk@stearnsweaver.com or Yisel Valdez at yisel.valdes@gmail.com if you would
like to volunteer your time!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mediation Zoom Lunch. With federal jury trials postponed for the time being, parties are increasingly turning
to virtual extra-judicial resolution mechanisms to resolve their cases. Please join us on March 3, 2021, from
12:00–1:30, to discuss and answer your questions, about mediation, conciliations, and settlement conferences via
video-conference and telephone. The event will feature The Honorable John O’Sullivan (Chief Magistrate Judge
of the Southern District of Florida), Robert Weisberg (Regional Attorney at EEOC), Beth Greenfield-Mandler
(Mediator with the Kinnard Mediation Center), Karen Evans (Private Mediator and Arbitrator), and Valerie Kiffin
Lewis (Private Mediator and Arbitrator) and will discuss best practices, how to be most effective when not inperson, advantages and disadvantages of virtual backgrounds, the pros and cons of multiple parties sharing a
screen, speaker, and location, efficient document execution during video-conference, and much more.

Litigating Civil Rights Cases CLE. This free, four-part series of CLE webinars co-hosted by the FBA South
Florida Chapter featured panels on a variety of civil rights-related topics. Part One, held October 28, 2020 focused
on state inmate claims under the Eighth Amendment. Part Two, which took place on December 9, 2020, analyzed
claims brought under the Bill of Rights and civil rights statutes against municipal, county, and state defendants.
Part Three, held February 3, 2021, involved due process and state law claims in state or federal court against
public officers. Panelists for the seminars included Magistrate Judge William Matthewman, Magistrate Judge
Lisette Reid, Judge Rodolfo Ruiz, Judge Raag Singhal, Judge Donald Middlebrooks, and Judge Miguel De la O.
The panels were moderated by Barbara Junge, Assistant Attorney General for the State of Florida, and each one
drew more than seventy-five participants. The final installment, Part Four, is dedicated to litigating claims against
federal defendants, and will take place on March 24. Judge Beth Bloom and Magistrate Judge Lisette Reid will
be leading the discussion.
Video recordings of the panel presentations can be found at:
https://www.floridabar.org/directories/courts/fed-corner/federal-corner-cle/. And while you’re visiting the
Federal Corner’s page of the Florida Bar’s website, be sure to check out the “Guide to Judicial Practices in
Florida’s Federal Courts,” which provides information about the preferences and expectations of each of the
federal judges practicing in Florida.
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South Florida to Host the 2021 Annual Meeting & Convention!
Mark your calendars!
September 23 through September 25, 2021
Federal Bar Association Annual Convention in Miami!
Not only will this be the first time in history that South Florida is hosting the national convention, but with
optimistic news about COVID-19 vaccines and people eager to burst the household bubble, we expect the
convention to be our largest and first in-person event in the coming year and nationally will be one of the few
"must attend" legal events of 2021. To showcase the diversity, sophistication, culture and beauty of Miami, our
South Florida Chapter is hosting a reception during the Convention at the Perez Art Museum Miami (PAMM) on
Friday evening, September 24, 2021. We are expecting several hundred (masked) attendees from around the
country to enjoy food, drinks, entertainment, and of course art. Our ability to put on such a spectacular convention
depends on the generosity and commitment of our sponsors. We are excited to present sponsorship levels ranging
from $1,000 to $25,000, which will include tickets, marketing opportunities, exclusive events, and speaking
opportunities. Please look at our website https://www.09242021miami.com/ for more information!
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In Memoriam: the Honorable Peter T. Fay
On behalf of the South Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, we mourn the passing of Judge
Peter T. Fay.
Judge Fay will certainly be remembered as a
legal titan, first as an extraordinarily successful trial
lawyer and then as a highly respected federal judge
who served for more than 50 years on the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of Florida, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, and,
ultimately, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit. He was a world-class athlete who
played collegiate football and basketball and who
spent summers skiing in the famed Cypress Gardens
water ski shows. He served in the Air Force, was
serendipitously exposed to the life of a trial lawyer
on an assignment, and decided to go to law
school. As a judge, although Judge Fay authored
hundreds of published opinions and decided
countless cases, personal ideology never factored
into a decision–it was always what the law provided
and allowed. Thought, deliberation, and craft went
into every decision. He treated every litigant and
lawyer with kindness and respect, and it was of
paramount importance to him that his decisions be
clear and understandable to those involved in a
case—and that a decision not be delayed. But Judge
Fay was known, and will be remembered, for so
much more.

word to offer. His enduring response whenever
asked how he was doing was some variation of “If I
was doing any better, I wouldn’t know what to do
with myself.” He loved his family deeply and
considered himself to be one of the luckiest and most
blessed individuals alive. His law clerks, who came
from every gender, ethnic, racial, social, political,
and economic background, and who were always
family to him, cherished him and their time working
in what was uniformly described as their best
job. Judge Fay was a gentleman with wit, style, and
grace. He was confident, but never arrogant. He was
a man of faith with both an unwavering sense of right
versus wrong and a compassionate spirit. He touched
the lives of many and was an inspiration to legions of
lawyers and judges alike. Judge Fay will be dearly
missed, and the world will be a sadder place without
him, but his legacy will forever live on.

Judge Fay was humble to a fault and always
self-effacing. He never introduced himself as “Judge
Fay”; he was always simply “Pete Fay.” His
accomplishments and his contributions to South
Florida, the legal community, and the nation are
innumerable, but he always worked to remain an
unnoticed figure and credited others for
successes. He was genuinely unable to understand
why others thought he was worthy of praise,
recognition, or admiration. He was jovial, kind, and
caring, an eternal optimist who always seemed to
have a smile on his face and a kind, encouraging
If you are not already a member, join the FBA’s South Florida Chapter today! Members have access to a
wide array of events involving the judiciary, notable speakers, and lawyers in our community.
Please visit our website for more information, http://fba-sdfla.org/membership.

Become a member today!
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